
Second Wave of Catastrophic Flooding in Chennai (Tamil Nadu), India
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Flood  Date      : 09 De ce m be r 2015
S ate llite Im age : ALOS -2 PALS AR-2

18 February 2015
Combined 18 February and
30 September 2015

09 De c. 2015 (Post Disaste r)
Riv e r/Pe rm ane nt wate r Th e  d e piction and use of bound arie s, ge ograph ic nam es and  re late d  data sh own in th e se

m aps are base d on th e  sources th e y h av e  be e n d rawn from  and  quote d . Th e se are ne ith e r
e rror-fre e  nor d o th e y im ply official e nd orse m e nt or th e  position of IWMI.
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Last m onth  saw Ch e nnai’s wette st Nov e m be r in a ce ntury. Hom e to 4.3 m illion pe ople, th e city’s rainfall of 490 m m  on 1
Dece m be r was th e h igh e st in 100 years. Th e  result h as be e n wid e spread flood ing with  m any parts of th e  conurbation und e r
wate r. Ov e r 250 pe ople  are feare d d e ad, with  m any m ore m ad e  h om e le ss.  On Th ursd ay Prim e  Ministe r of Ind ia Nare nd ra Mod i
surv e ye d  th e  subm e rge d  state capital and  ad joining are as and announce d an im m e d iate re lie f of 300m illion US D for flood-h it
Tam il Nad u. Oth e r are as of Tam il Nad u and  And h ra Prad esh  are also affe cte d  by flood wate r.
IWMI in coope ration with  S e ntine l Asia in particular Japan Ae rospace  Exploration Age ncy (JAXA) activ ate d  d isaste r ch arte r for
Dece m be r 03, 2014 at 16:43h ours using ALOS -2 PALS AR-2 im ages. Th e im ages clearly h igh ligh t areas of stand ing wate r in
and  around  Ch e nnai city. Approxim ate ly 25k m 2 is still inund ate d by extre m e  rainfall betwe e n Nov 30 and De c 2, 2015.
Ov e rflowing riv e rs and lak es pose ad d e d  th re ats to Ind ia’s fourth  largest city as th e  num be r of troops d e ploye d  in rescue effort is
d ouble d to 4,000 Th ousands of pe ople  we re trying to e scape  flood ing in th e  Ind ian city of Ch e nnai on 04 Dec Friday am id  fe ars
th at furth e r h eavy rain will cause m ore d estruction. “Th e rain is not a proble m  now, it is th e ov e rflowing riv e r and 30 lak es th at
continue to flood four d istricts,” a se nior h om e m inistry official in Ne w De lh i told Re ute rs.
Th e  m aps can be v e ry we ll use d  by NDRF, Flood Control Room  and  aid  age ncie s to und e rstand th e areas wh e re  floods are
rece d ing and  stand ing wate r to pre pare  e m e rge ncy response m aps in support of re lie f and rescue ope rations.
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